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verb, and so on. On this point, Dr. Abbott in his Shakespearian Grammar says : " Almost any part of speech can be used as any other part of speech. An adverb can be used as a verb, ' They askance their eyes ' ; _as a noun, ' the backward and abysm of time'; or as an adjective, 'a seldom pleasure.3 Any noun, adjective, or neuter verb can be used as an active verb. You can 'happy' your friend, 'malice' or 'foot1 your enemy, or 4 fall ' an axe on his neck. An adjective can be used as an adverb ; and you can speak and act ' easy,' ' free,' ' excellent ' ; or as a noun, and you can talk of ' fair' instead of ' beauty,' and ea pale' instead of 'a paleness.' Even the pronouns are not exempt from these metamorphoses. A ' he ' is used for a man, and a lady is described by a gentleman as c the fairest she he has yet beheld. ' "
Numerous instances of these interchanges between the parts of speech will be found in the detailed list of grammatical peculiarities exemplified in A Midsummer -Night's Dream given below.
(3)  The frequent used of emphatic forms.   The double negative  was thus   used   by Shakespeare and  other  Elizabethan writers :
" Do I not in plainest truth Tell you, I do not, nor I c&nnot love you ? "          n. 1. 201.
" Nor none, in my mind, now you give her o'er."    in. 2. 135.
" A cry more tuneable Was never holla'd to, nor cheer'd with horn."       in. 2. 122.
(4)  Shakespeare employs very many compound words.   This, like his frequent ellipses, tends to brevity of style without any sacrifice of clearness.     Many examples will  be  found in A Midsummer-Night's Dream, as, for example :
' A In maiden meditation fancy-free."                   n. 1. 164.
" Quite over-canopied with luscious woodbine."   n. 1. 251.
"Near this lack-love, this Ell-courtesy"                IT. 2. 77.
" Death-counterfeiting sleep."                            in. 2. 364.
Some Features of Shakespearian Grammar as Exemplified in "A Midsummer-Mglit's Dream."
THE (1) Used as a verb {and with participial forms).
" And she is mine, and all my right of her
I do estate unto Demetrius."                            I. 1. 97-8.
" Your buskin'd mistress."                                   n. 1. 71.